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This 3/4 scale Olds Light 

Delivery Truck was hand 

built by David Huber. 

Armed with a love for car-

pentry and Oldsmobile he 

built two versions. Both 

were built with nothing 

more that the knowledge 

of the full scale versions 

wheelbase. Donated to the 

Museum by his daughters 

it is now on display at Hor-

rocks Farm Market in Lan-

sing MI. 



240 Museum Drive 

Lansing, MI 48933 

(517)372-0529 

 

Mission Statement 

The purpose of the R.E. Olds                 

Transportation Museum is to collect,      

preserve, study, and exhibit those objects 

that will serve to illustrate the part Lansing 

played in the development of               

transportation with emphasis on the      

automobile and its effect on this           

community and its people. 

 

Museum Hours of Operation 

Tuesday through Saturday:10 a.m.— 5 p.m. 

Sundays: (call for hours) 

Closed major Holidays & Mondays 

 

Admission 

Adults: $10, Seniors & Students: $7 

Members: Free 

Special group rates and tours available 

 

The R.E. Olds Transportation Museum is a 

501(c)(3), non profit organization and all 

donations may be tax deductible. 

 

Email: 

autos@reoldsmuseum.org 

 

Website: 

www.reoldsmuseum.org 

Executive Director 

 Scott Mrdeza 

Operations Manager  

Rick Kaiser 

Board of Trustees 

Donald Baron, Gary Doty, Ron Horowitz,                

 Dick Roth,  Justin King, Henry Green, 

Lori Lanspeary, Peirre  Medawar 

Debbie Stephens, Peter Stephens, 

Director’s Corner 

Cont. on page 3 

I can’t believe that fall is approaching already, although you wouldn’t 

know it with the high ambient temperatures and high humidity we have 

been experiencing these last weeks in August. 

This past July 24th, we had our 28th Annual Car Capital Auto Show on the 

campus of the Michigan Library and Historical Center.  We were a bit 

unsure about the success of the show this year, with many new people 

(myself included) planning the show, having a new show location and 

still dealing with Covid related fallout.  On top of that, all week long the 

weather forecast was for thunderstorms all day on Saturday which did-

n’t change until the morning of the show. The day turned out to be a bit 

warm, but we had no rain and the show was a great success with over 

200 great vehicles attending. Besides all the cars and visitors, we did 

really well with the 50/50 and our car rides, which featured a 1908 REO 

Model B and 1911 REO Depot Hack.  The staff received a lot of good 

feedback for the new location and the show in general. I want to send 

out a big “Thank You” to all our sponsors and everyone that helped 

putting this event on, as it is a lot of hard work.  Between several board 

members, our regular volunteers and the vehicle judges, we had about 

40 people that worked (and sweated through) the event on that hot and 

humid day. That was barely enough to get the job done but everyone 

persevered.  

I have continued to focus on changing up museum displays. We have 

added a new exhibit showcasing the story of the in-car radio. It features 

a great display on the history of Motorola and also includes our 1929 

Oldsmobile F29 Landau Motorola Demonstration car that was donated 

earlier this year. We added a display featuring a 1983 Toronado with a 

Hess and Eisenhardt convertible conversion that was donated a few 

years ago by Dr. Charles Blackman. Last month, we loaned our Fisher 

Body Coach out to the Detroit Historical Society for a two-year exhibit 

which made some room to shuffle a few cars around. Horrock’s Farm 

Market graciously allowed us to set up a display in their Lansing store. It 

features a ¾ scale CDO Delivery Wagon Replica and is located right 

across from the Gelato bar so please check it out and enjoy a few extra 

calories! 

Mama and Baby REO participated in the inaugural Celebration of Brass 

event at the Gilmore Car Museum in July.  This was put on by the HCCA 

to promote their planned new museum (The Museum of the Horseless 

http://reoldsmuseum.org/


Carriage).  It was the first time the two cars were driven together….ever….and they were a huge hit. Their owners, Debbie and Pe-

ter Stevens, attended both days of the event and had a great time.  The two cars will be featured on the cover of the upcoming 

issue of the HCCA Gazette and will probably mention Cole Rogahn, who drove the Baby around those two days.  

The previously mentioned Motorola Demonstration car will be promoting the Museum by attending the best pre-war car event in 

the entire United States.  I speak of the Old Car Festival at Greenfield Village, which is the weekend of September 11th and 12th. If 

you have never been to America’s longest running antique car show, then you have denied yourself a lot of fun in the past.  Don’t 

make the same mistake this year. It is not a static car show but a dynamic show with hundreds of cars driving the streets, giving 

rides and just having fun. 

Our 1959 Oldsmobile Super 88 Convertible and 1930 Viking were selected to participate in the prestigious “Eyes on Design” show 

on September 19 at the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House in Grosse Point Shores. You will see some stunning vehicles at this event if 

you can find the time to make it out. 

I keep working on vehicle preservation and we have a few more cars drivable now. The current list of vehicles that have been driv-

en this year include: 1906 Mama REO and 1906 Baby REO, 1908 REO Model B, 1911 REO Depot Hack, 1926 Olds Roadster, 1928 

REO Grain Truck, 1929 Olds F29 Landau, 1937 Olds Touring Sedan, 1953 Olds Deluxe 88 NASCAR, 1959 Olds Super 88 Convertible, 

1960 Olds Super 88 Holiday SportSedan, 1960 Olds Dynamic 88 Convertible, 1966 Olds Toronado Push Car, 1967 Olds Cutlass Su-

preme, 1969 Olds 98 Convertible and the 1983 Olds Toronado Convertible . We are currently working on the 1903 CDO, 1909 REO 

Model D Touring Car, 1921 Olds Model 46T and 1930 Viking.  

Speaking of our 1953 NASCAR….Mike Fusick (Fusick Automotive Products) did some personal research on that car and found us all 

the under hood parts to make the car right which included a new 4 bbl intake manifold (there is a 2 bbl Mercury Marine carb on 

that car currently), correct rebuilt 4 bbl carb, generator, and all the mounting hardware and detail parts. He gave us all this at cost 

and has offered to give the Museum a 30% discount for any future part orders. We really appreciate his help and I encourage you 

to support Fusick Automotive Products in the future. 

We have been getting a few cars out and about in Lansing in the last two months to help promote the Museum. Besides our Car 

Capital Auto Show, we had the 1960 Oldsmobile Dynamic 88 Convertible and our 1937 Oldsmobile L37 Touring car over at a Turner

-Dodge House event and had a car at Lansing’s Eastside Neighborhood business promotion event. 

From a facilities perspective, we have replaced all of the Museum’s lit Exit signs, replaced doors, added a door closer, changed up 

wiring, added fire extinguishers and placards, etc. to meet all the requirements of the Lansing Fire Department. Just recently we 

have had to purchase a new refrigerator and had to repair our air conditioning system.  To improve our ability to rent the confer-

ence room and museum, we purchased a new portable flatscreen TV that will replace the old projector system in the conference 

room. This can be used for presentations anywhere in the museum using both new and old input devices. 

I have met with several of our planned contractors, and it looks like our ADA compliant restroom project should kick off in Novem-

ber sometime which will start with concrete removal (it will all be wet saw cut to keep any dust down), then underground plumb-

ing followed by concrete replacement. We will have to move several cars out of the museum during construction and will lose two 

or three parking spots when done. More to come as we kick that project off. 

The Museum continues to receive both vehicle and archival donations which keeps our volunteer staff busy documenting and or-

ganizing all this information to make it readily available for those interested. We are helped in so many ways by our volunteers and 

supporters which is how our Museum continues to thrive.  Thank you all so very much for your continued support.  



As reported in the February 26, 1925 edition of the Lansing State Journal —- 

Bates & Edmonds Motor Company of Lansing formally filed an amendment with the Secretary of 

State Wednesday changing its name to Hill Diesel Engine Company. 



Speed 

Was High 

Weather Was Not 

Tires Were Thin 

X Marks The Spot 

Both Henry Ford and R E Olds were inducted into the Logistics Hall of Fame in 2016.  

We reported this in the last issue and Peter  Stephens has contacted  the Hall of Fame to get more details. 

So far we have gotten this photo of the award being presented to Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. Wolfgang Kersten, head of the 

Institute for Logistics and Corporate Management at the Technical University of Hamburg-Harburg. who nominated  Ransom 



If They Had Built 

It—Would You 

Have Bought It? 

  1983 Oldsmobile 

Toronado  

Not a prototype or show car by GM 

this rare version was modified by the 

Hess and Eisenhardt Company of Cin-

cinnati Ohio. The hand crafted tops 

were individually fitted to each car. 

This could be one of only 20 or so ev-

er converted and it is now in our Mu-

seum. The car was donated to us by 

Charles Blackman. 



2021 Car Capital Awards 
  

Best of Show Group 1 – Stock 

First Place – Gas Globe Award 

Richard Peffley     1970 Plymouth Superbird 

Second Place – Crystal Tower Award 

Mark and Barb Phillips     1967 Camaro 

  

Best of Show Group 2 – Modified 

First Place – Gas Globe Award 

Dennis Stiffler    1969 Camaro 

Second Place – Crystal Tower Award 

Tom Hamel    1958 Corvette 

  

Best of Show Group 3 – Oldsmobile 

First Place – Gas Globe Award 

Jack Powell   1971 Olds 442 

Second Place – Crystal Tower Award 

Max Hineman        1952 Olds 98 HC 

  

3rd Place Group Director’s Bowl Award 

Stock = Jerrold Helfman 1966 Ford Fairlane 

Modified = Scott Adair 1970 Olds 442 

Oldsmobile = Mark Shank 1986 Olds 442 

  

 Special Recognition Awards 

Richard Stilwill 1967 Jeepster 

Greg Glowacki 1969 Diamond REO 

Bill McGlocklin 1999 Ford F150 

Peter Dunbar 2006 Ford Mustang 

Paul Zajac 1984 Monte Carlo 

  

Mayor’s Choice = Gerry Lamere 2017 Roush Mustang 

Astera’s Choice = Eric D Smith 2018 ZL1 Camaro 







Current Auto Adoption Benefactors 

Auto Adoption Program 
We have several vintage automobiles that need help with providing for their care. You can help by taking part in our Auto Adop-

tion Program. Your tax-deductible support will aid the Museum in its mission to preserve examples of automotive history for fu-

ture generations. 

The Program offer three levels of support, each with its own set of rewards. 

Become a Foster Parent – 
For a $60 gift you can meet the needs of an automobile of your choice for six months. In return a small sign will be placed in the 

window of the car announcing your “Foster Parent” status. You will also receive one FREE and one BOGO pass that will allow you 

and a friend to visit your fostered vehicle. Foster care is renewable at a rate of $50 for a six-month period. 

Adopt a Car of Your Own – 
For a one-time $100 donation you can select a car to become part of you extended family for a period of one year. A sign will be 

placed near the car that will explain how you have taken it in and are providing for its care. Your chosen vehicle and its adoption 

will get special coverage in the Museum newsletter as well as on our website. You will receive 2 FREE and 2 BOGO passes so you 

can spend time together. A 10% off coupon will allow you to pick up a memento of your visit from our gift shop. Yearly extensions 

are only $90.  

Be a Long Term Benefactor – 
$300 will allow you to provide for a favorite automobile for 4 years. When you become a Benefactor your gift will be commemo-

rated with a plaque. Additionally, 4 FREE and 4 BOGO passes will be issued to you. A list of all Benefactors will be published in eve-

ry newsletter and on the website. Your long term generosity will also be recognized at the Annual Membership meeting. You can 

use your 10% gift shop discount whenever you visit. Renewals and longer term support options can be arranged.  

 

For more information or to sign up to be part of our Auto Adoption Program contact the Museum office at 517-372-0529 or email 

autos@reoldsmuseum.org 



Did you know that you can also help support the Museum when 

you make purchases on Amazon? Go to Smile.Amazon.com and 

select Re Olds Museum Assoc Inc as your charity of choice; .5% 

of every purchase you make on Smile.Amazon.com will be donat-

ed back to the Museum! Don’t worry! Item prices are exactly the 

same in Smile.Amazon.com as on normal Amazon (but make 

sure to sign in through Amazon Smile)!  

Both Lee and Richard Petty, along with other big names, drove an Oldsmobile in 1958 and 

into the first part of 1959.  At the time there were two divisions, one for hardtops and  one 

for convertibles. Richard also drove an Olds in 1979 and 1980 at a couple of different races. 

https://www.facebook.com/REOldsTransportationMuseum/
https://www.instagram.com/reoldsmuseum/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeRTB3UQ6lQ5vfxtA6V9X7A
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/


Get Your Country On! 
A 1984 Cutlass Calais  - Barbara Mandrell Special. Do you have any infor-

mation regarding it? All we really know is that there is a sticker inside the 

trunk lid donating it as such. 

Besides the current one that is being researched, there was one other that 

came up for sale in 2006 . Best theory is that it most likely was a dealer spe-

cial offering that matched one that Barbara ordered.  

If you have more information please contact the Museum. 

Ford Motor Company Buys Oldsmobile’s Lansing Plant 
 

Rumors abounded in 1913 that the Ford Motor Co. had bought or was about to buy the Olds plant in 

Lansing Michigan. Several newspapers report some variation of the rumor that centered around the 

idea that Ford was shutting down it’s Buffalo Stamping plant and moving it closer to Detroit. If Ford had 

ever even considered such a move is unclear. The only evidence of such a possibility was that fact that 

a larger than normal number of railcars were being shipped to Michigan from that location. 

Finally, James Couzen, Secretary and Treasurer of Ford empathically denied the rumors. “Any rumors of 

pending purchase by the Ford Motor Co. of any Lansing Factory are absolutely untrue!” 

He went onto explain that due to the large number of railcars arriving in Michigan the RR companies 

had begun using various sidings around the state to stage them until the Detroit plants needed their 

contents. The Lansing Oldsmobile Railyard was one of the state’s largest, therefor it was a natural 

choice. 

Mr. Couzen’s denial stopped the reports for a time, but various rumors of Ford coming to Lansing 

would continue to appear in local papers from time to time for many years.  



• Giftshop/Office Manager 
The R E Olds Museum is looking to hire a Giftshop/Office Manager 

 Interested applicants should submit a cover letter and resume to manager@reoldsmuseum.org. Experience is required in all related areas. 

Job Purpose: Supports the Museum by maintaining giftshop and office operations. 

  

Job Duties: Works directly under the Operations Manager 

  

Duties and responsibilities shall include: 

1. The opening and closing the Museum. 

2. They shall handle all admissions and gift shop sales, keeping  needed records of admission and sales. 

3. They shall be responsible for all giftshop operations including dealing with suppliers. 

4. The proper handing and recording of information regarding multiple Museum programs. 

5. Answering the phone. Providing correct information or directing to correct person. 

6. Handling both email and regular mail. 

7. Arrange meetings, tours, and Museum rentals. Organize and schedule meetings and appointments. 

8. Assist the volunteers as needed. 

9. Manage the Museums membership program. 

Working Hours. 

The Museum is currently open Tuesday thru Saturday 10 am till 5:00 pm and there are occasional, out of normal hours, special events where you would be 

asked to work 

Skills/Qualifications: Proficiency in Microsoft Office, Managing Processes, (Proficiency in Excel and Word most be proven) Excellent written and verbal com-

munication skills, Excellent time management skills and ability to multi-task and prioritize work. Attention to detail is a must. Applicants need to be self moti-

vators who are able to find work that needs to be done. There are opportunities to take on even more responsibilities and advance into a Museum Manager 

position. 

Pay: Starts at $15 an hour but final rate will be determined by experience. Museum membership and giftshop discounts are part of the pay package. There 

is a minimum of a 90-day probation period. Time off and paid vacation available after one year. Educational tuition assistance could be possible after one 

year for courses within the museum management field. 

 


